‘iJIEJ‘U"IEJ‘UiZ‘U']ﬁEJSJ: NaﬂSZ‘VI‘ULLaZLLu’J‘VI’NﬂﬁS%IUﬁa
Populist Policies: Implications and Preventive Guidelines’
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Abstract

This research aims at studying and analysing the impacts of government’s populist
policies; compare the differences between populist policies and welfare state policies,
and to develop criterion for appropriate guidelines for government to avoid any impacts
that might occur from populist policies. This research conducted as qualitative research.
Key informants consist of one hundred thirty-seven stakeholders, from public sector,
private sector, civil society, academics, and citizens, involving in eight populist policies

of Thai government. Data was analysed using content analysis. The study revealed that:

1. Three out of eight projects have mostly positive impacts and high worthiness,
such as credit card for farmers project, Government Housing Bank first home project,
and excise tax reduction on diesel project. While five out of eight projects have mostly
negative impacts and low worthiness, such as debt moratorium for small holder farmers
and low- income citizens project, rice pledge project, one tablet per child project,
supportive measure of the tax rebate in first car project, and sustainable management

on water resources and floodway project.

2. Populist policy differs from welfare policy in three aspects, which are the
continuity of policies, the goal aiming to sustainably improve and level the citizens’
quality of life, and the fiscal burden of government. The populist policy is a short-term
scheme used as a people-pleasing tactic by politicians to gain popularity in order to

win the election.
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3. For measures to avoid effects and expansion of populist policy, such measures
are classified into four groups; policies concerning farmers and support of agricultural
products focusing on the real needs of the farmers; policies on education mainly
promoting learning achievement and lifelong learning skills thoroughly and equally;
policies relating to quality of life and livelihood considering on the value of the
budget used compare to the needs and the screening of target citizens; and large-
scale infrastructure policies promoting the public-private partnership investments.
Additionally, the Office of the National Anti-Corruption Commission (ONACC) plays an
important role in preventing impacts from populist policies through the strategy against

policy corruption by partnership networks operating throughout the whole process.

Keywords: populist policies, welfare state policies, impact of populist policies
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