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Editorial Notes

During the end of the year 2023, there were many controversial news, which make me
depressed and feel sad. | would raise 2 examples; first, | feel worried about the future of the
nation relating to the results of 2022 PISA (Programme for International Student Assessment) of
students all around the world. It is found that Thai students got lowest scores in the past 20
years in all skills (there are 3 skills; reading, mathematics and science). Moreover, it is lower
than students from ASEAN Countries, such as, Singapore, Viet Nam and Malaysia. It raises
questions in my mind about Thai education system, “How does the learning condition manage
for Thai students recently, what are different from neighbour countries and how?”, as well as
“What are the causes of the decline of Thai students’ proficiency?”. Second, my concern about
corruption situation in country, which is more severe and more complex; for example, the
problem of “Illegal imported pork”. It is an issue that all journal members are interesting in
because it is the large-scale corruption and have many impacts to society. It makes me curious
about 2 questions of the public service system and responsible officials for this matter; (1) How
has the huge amount of illegal imported pork continuously happened, and what are the
causes? and (2) How would the problem be effectively and systematically solved and what do
we learn from the basis of this lesson? Particularly, the ineffectiveness and lack of transparency
of system and responsible person. The required answers of those 2 questions should be clearly
concluded, correct, completed, and possible to implement. In addition, the conclusion should
be widely disseminated to people and public. It will be the information for civil society to
learn, aware and decide to participate in the process of prevention and suppression of
corruption problems in both public and private sector. The said problems (including other
problems which are not mentioned; in particular, the politics problems) make me ask myself
what would | have to do for people and society for rest end of my life as much as | can in
accordance with my physical state. Then, | have my own answer and decide to substantiate it
as soon as possible. | would like to ask all fellow members who have fairness hearts, what you
would do in the current condition both direct and indirect way to ameliorate Thai society on
the basis of actual virtue and ethic system.

We have been seriously talking for a while, it would change to talk about the technical
substances of this journal. There are 7 articles which comprise 5 academics and 2 researches.
The 4 out of 5 academics are awarded from the 2023 NACC Academic Journal Competition. All
are related to the implantation of integrity of anti-corruption, as well as the collaboration of
people in the process, which are relevant to the suppression of corruption by people power,
the moral courage of prevention and suppression of corruption, the challenge of arousing and
implanting of anti-corruption conscience in society, and case study from Denmark; to instill
consciousness to people and society. The other academic belongs to the NACC Officer. It
proposes the ideas and suggestions about “Specification fixed” which is the important
corruption problem of public procurement, bases on the information from international
guidelines and Thai legal practice. Regarding the 2 researches by NACC Officers, one is related



to taking a suspect as a witness, which have the ideas and suggestions for the effective
implementation in protecting witness in special cases. The other studied the consistency of
definition and elements of corruption in the dimension of law and behaviour. It is an important
issue to take it seriously.

| hope all NACC Academic Journal members are happy and deserve all wishes in
upcoming new year. Happy New Year 2024.

Assoc. Prof. Dr. Prasit Leerapan
Editor



